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Policy Statement: 
Academic freedom is a hallmark of an academic institution which allows faculty and students to explore ideas and 
issues necessary to intellectual development.  

Marian University is a Roman Catholic institution sponsored by the Congregation of the Sisters of Saint Agnes.  
While members of its faculty are free to present and discuss positions (in their respective disciplines) contrary to 
the defined position of the Church, they are expected to respect its position.  As role models, Marian University 
faculty members are expected to show respect for the religion and religious values of others.  

Faculty are entitled to full freedom in research and in the publication of results, subject to the adequate 
performance of his/her other academic duties. 

Faculty are entitled to freedom in the classroom in discussing academic issues, but should be careful not to 
introduce controversial matters that have no relation to the topic being taught.  This freedom must be integrated 
with the right of the students to voice opinions and the rights of the institution to have its accepted aims respected. 

When faculty members speak, write or act as citizens, they are free from institutional censorship or discipline, but 
they should be cognizant of their affiliation with Marian University and make every effort to show that they 
speak, write, or act as individuals and not institutional spokespeople.  

Academic Freedom for Librarians 

Academic freedom, as defined above is accorded to all professional librarians because they are often present at the 
point of student contact with ideas. Librarians are free from fear of dismissal or reprisal for carrying out job-
related tasks such as those listed below, and particularly for those duties that are carried out only after 
consultation with the teaching faculty, such as a. and b. below: 

a. the selection of publication, including determination of what to discard from an existing collection and 
what to accept or refuse from donors; 

b. determination of restrictions on circulation or on access with regard to library materials; 
c. the determination of the degree of prominence in the shelving of  selected library materials; 
d. the issuing of bibliographies that might include controversial publication; andthe advising of students as 

to what to read or study.  


