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Policy Statement:  

The University is aware that students and employees often engage in fundraising activities for which the 
University is not the intended beneficiary. These activities may range from campus-based efforts to raise 
funds for groups such as the American Cancer Society or Habitat for Humanity to employee or student 
participation in their local churches or clubs. As stated above, when the activities are intended to benefit 
Marian University, they must be approved in advance by the Senior Advancement Officer. When an activity 
is not intended to benefit Marian University, administrative approval is not required, but the utmost care 
must be taken to make that distinction clear and to not lead outsiders to believe the activity is a University-
supported effort.  

1. Actions that suggest University participation and support:  

• Use of the University’s taxpayer identification number  
• Employing the University’s name or logo in promotions or solicitations  
• Using University stationery  
• Asking that checks be made payable to Marian University  
• A volunteer stating, ―As a Marian University student/faculty/staff member, I am asking you…. 

2. Actions that avoid confusion:  

• Stating that ― “This is an event that will benefit [Name of Charity] “ 
• Asking that checks ― “Be made payable to [Name of Charity]” 
• Not using the Marian University name in any promotions  
• Stating that ―”This event is not affiliated with Marian University”  

3. When is University Approval Needed?  

Here is a simple test to determine if University approval is needed: If it appears that the contemplated 
fundraising activity cannot be conducted without making contribution checks payable to Marian University, 
then the activity is one that will require prior approval by the Senior Advancement Officer and organizers 
should follow the process outlined in Section C.4.above. 
  



 
4. Prohibited Activities  

Even when a fundraising activity is not one that benefits the University directly or is sanctioned by the 
University, members of the University community are prohibited from engaging in the following tactics and 
activities:  

• Using home addresses from the University telephone directory to compile calling or mailing lists*  
• Using the White Pages of local phone directories to compile to compile calling or mailing lists*  

 
• Using the Marian University Alumni Directory to compile calling or mailing lists*  
• Using one’s status as a Marian University employee or student to secure a gift commitment  
• Using blast e-mails on the campus intranet system to solicit gifts  
• Conducting lotteries or similar games of chance, which the State of Wisconsin defines as gambling. 

(Raffles may be conducted with prior approval from the Department of Athletics, which holds the 
University’s raffle license.)  

* Note: The publishers of these directories also consider these activities to be violations of their copyrights.  
 

Conclusion 
 

Today’s donors have more outlets for their philanthropic desires than ever before. As competition for the 
philanthropic dollar has increased, donors now receive numerous appeals from several non-profit 
organizations. Consequently they are likely to become annoyed by multiple requests from the same 
organization. To ignore this imperative is to risk reduced support, an outright refusal, or perhaps even 
permanent discontinuation of support. Marian University can be at the forefront of a donor’s choice if we 
are clear in our intent, focused on the University’s highest priorities, and presenting exciting opportunities 
for involvement. Coordinating University-wide fund-raising activities is imperative.  
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